
Survey on Writing in the Majors 
 
Faculty from multiple colleges at Old Dominion University1 are conducting research on student 
perceptions of writing in their major courses. The research results will be used towards preparing 
scholarly publications on writing in the disciplines. They are seeking informal input from 
students to questions in the following areas: 
 

•   What students see as the characteristics and standards of “good writing” in the disciplines 
in which they are majoring 
 

•   The experiences, courses, and written materials that have helped them learn how to write 
successfully in the major courses 

 
 

•   The students’ favorite types of writing, in school and otherwise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
1 Professors Daniel Richards (Department of English), Karen Higgins (School of Nursing), Kathryn 
Schwartz (Department of Communication Disorders and Special Education), Patrick Hester (Department 
of Engineering Management and Systems Engineering), and Sandeep Kumar (Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering). 



1.   What is your major? 
 

2.   Approximately how many courses have you taken with the prefix of your major, e.g., HIST, 
ENGL, ENG, HMSV? 
 

3.   Within your major do you have a particular area of interest or concentration? If so, what is it? 
 

4.   Are you aware of some specialties or concentrations within your major? If so, name some.  
 

5.   How aware are you of characteristics of good writing in your major? Circle one. 
 

Very aware    Somewhat aware    Unaware    Never thought about it 
 

6.   List some characteristics of good writing in your major: 
 
7.   How have you learned characteristics of good writing in your discipline? Rank (1=most 
important): 
    ____ teachers 
    ____ reading 
    ____ fieldwork 
    ____ published writing guides 
    ____ other students 
    ____ articles on websites 
 
8.   How confident do you feel about your writing in your major? Circle one: 
      

Very confident        Somewhat confident        Not confident    Scared to death 
 
9.   From the following list, check those writing assignments you’ve been given in your 
major courses (those with the prefix of your major, e.g., HIST, ENGL, ENG, HMSV): 
    ____ Researched paper 
    ____ Journal, reflection paper or narrative 
    ____ Collaborative project 
    ____ Lab report 
    ____ Impromptu in-class writing 
    ____ Critique, review or reaction paper 
    ____ Position/issue paper 
    ____ Summary, abstract or outline 
    ____ Letter (e.g. to an editor, a public official, a family member, etc.) 
    ____ Other ____________________________________________ 
    From those you checked above, which have you done most often? 
 
10.   Have you ever been given writing assignments in your major courses that surprised you? 
If so, describe briefly.  
 



11.   Have you ever been asked to write about yourself in an academic paper in courses in your 
major? If so, describe briefly.  
 
12.   Have any teachers in major courses allowed you or asked you to write in ways you 
thought were not typical of the major? If so, describe the assignment and how you approached it. 
 
13.   Have you ever been discouraged from using a style you thought would be a more original 
and/or individual way to respond to a writing assignment in your major? If so, describe.  
 
14.   To what degree do your teachers in your major courses expect you to conform to strict 
guidelines for writing in your discipline? Circle: 
 
    1 (not strict at all)     2    3    4    5 (very strict)    Don’t know 
 
15.   Do you find that your teachers’ expectations for writing in their courses are generally 
similar? If not, describe a time you felt a teacher’s expectations were atypical.  
 
16.   Have you ever read any of your professors’ writing? Check all that apply: 
    ____ book 
    ____ professional article 
    ____ conference paper 
    ____ website article 
    ____ assignments 
 
17.   If you have not read any of your professors’ writing, how aware are you of what they 
might be writing? 
     

Very aware    Somewhat aware    Not at all aware    Never entered my mind 
 
18.   Is English your first language? If not, for how many years have you been educated in an 
English-speaking culture? 
 
19.   If English is not your first language, do you recall any time(s) teachers in your major 
were dissatisfied with your writing because of something other than grammar or content--for 
example, organization? If so, describe briefly.  
 
20.   What is your age? 
21.   What is your gender? 
22.   Are you enrolled in an online or on-campus program? 
23.   Have you ever been enlisted as a member of the military? If so, for how long? 
 
24.   From where did you receive first-year writing instruction? What was the course? If you 
did not take a 100-level writing course at any institution, briefly describe why you did not have 
to take the course.  
 
 


