
Questions for Focus Group 
 
Introduction 
Professors Daniel Richards (Department of English), Karen Higgins (School of Nursing), 
Kathryn Schwartz (Department of Communication Disorders and Special Education), Patrick 
Hester (Department of Engineering Management and Systems Engineering), and Sandeep Kumar 
(Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering) are conducting research on students’ 
perceptions of writing in their major courses. The research results will be used towards preparing 
scholarly publications on writing in the disciplines. They are seeking informal input from 
students to questions in the following areas: 

•   What students see as the characteristics and standards of “good writing” in the disciplines 
in which they are majoring 

•   The experiences, courses, and written materials that have helped them learn how to write 
successfully in the major courses 

•   The students’ favorite types of writing, in school and otherwise 
•   How they have been encouraged as writers 
•   How they would advise younger writers 

The discussion will last about one hour. The group discussion will be audiotaped and portions 
may be transcribed. You will be identified by your first name only; you are free to give a 
pseudonym should you choose. You will also be asked to identify your major area of study.  
 
You may discontinue participation at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which you 
are otherwise entitled.  
 
This focus group is entirely voluntary and all information we receive will be kept confidential. 
We ask that you as a participant also keep the information confidential.  
 
Guiding Questions 

•   What is your major? 
•   What are the characteristics of “good writing” in your major? 
•   How do you know these are characteristics? 
•   How is your writing assessed in your major classrooms? 
•   What materials have helped you write successfully in your major? 
•   What specific courses gave you insight into writing in your major? 
•   Do you think writing characteristics vary by major? If so, why do you think this is the 

case?  
•   What type of writing do you enjoy? Why? 
•   What type of writing do your professors in your major classes do? Have you read their 

work? 
•   What are the different “types” of writing you have had to do in your major? 
•   What are the different “types” of writing you have had to do in classes outside your 

major? 
•   What are your struggles in writing for each course? 

 


